
 

DRAFT Meeting Notes for Public Services Board 
 

Thursday 4th December 2014 
Chancellors Building, University of Bath 

 
Attendees: 

Name Representing 

Cllr Paul Crossley (Chair) Bath & North East Somerset Council 

Jo Farrar  Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Mick Dixon Avon Fire and Rescue Service 

Steven Fuller Business Representative  

Bernie Morley Bath University 

Victor da Cunha Curo Group 

 
In Attendance: 

Name Representing 

David Trethewey Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Sarah Brown  Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Andy Thomas Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Andrea Wolfenden Bath and North East Somerset Council  

 
Apologies: 

Name Representing 

Neil Sammells Bath Spa University 

Ian Orpen B&NES CCG 

Jilly Edwards VCS Representative 

Caroline Peters Avon & Somerset Police 

Tracey Cox B&NES CCG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

No Action Resp. Status 

26 
Economy and Transport work streams to be involved in discussions at 
a geographical level through the Connecting Communities Forums  

Andy Thomas 
(Steve Fuller 
and Victor Da 
Cunha) 

Ongoing 

27 Area master planning and neighbourhood planning to be linked 
together and Curo information on estate regeneration to be included 

Andy Thomas Ongoing 

28 Connecting Communities area profiles to have national average 
statistics included to help set context for B&NES performance  

Andy Thomas  January 2015  

28 Provide associated cost information to support the Opportunities for 
Local People  work stream proposal  

Bernie Morley 
(Ben Woods) 

Ongoing 

29 Hold discussions with the Environmental Sustainability Partnership to 
ensure the linkages between the Managing our Environmental & 
Natural Assets work stream and their current work programme are 
fully understood.  

Mick Dixon  February 
2015  

 
30 

Board members to add content to timeline.  
All 
(Sarah Brown)  

23rd January 
2015  

31 Consider ways to improve the management of large scale events 
across the city of Bath  

Sarah Brown Ongoing 

 
1. Minutes   

The minutes and actions of the 1st October 2014 were agreed. 
 

2. Welcome, introductions and apologies 
           Apologies were received from Ian Orpen, Caroline Peters, Tracy Cox, Jilly 

Edwards and Neil Sammells.   
 

3. Connecting Communities Update 
Andy Thomas, Group Manager for Partnership Delivery provided an update on 
the Connecting Communities project.  Successes highlighted included the 
involvement of other PSB partners such as Health and Police colleagues who are 
joining up their resident involvement mechanisms with the Connecting 
Communities forums and also that there has been a high level of engagement 
from Parishes.   
 

The Board discussed how support could be given to ideas generated from local 
communities through the Forums and that the PSB could engage with the Forums 
about their developing work streams.  This was felt to be particularly useful for 
The Economy and Transport work streams.  The Board agreed it would be useful 
to understand of all the assets and key stakeholders that exists within a specific 
geographical area in order to develop a shared ambition across the public 
services for individual areas. This would be achieved through closer integration 
between area master planning and neighbourhood planning processes.   
 

Action:   

• The Economy and Transport work streams to be discussed with 
Connecting Community Forums at an appropriate time  

• Area master planning and neighbourhood planning to be linked together 
and Curo information on estate regeneration to be included  

• Area profiles to have national average statistics included to help set 
context for B&NES performance  



 

 

4. Public Services Board Work Programme Development: 
 

Opportunities for Local People: 
Bernie Morley introduced the work stream and described the intention for better 
co-ordination of information, advice and guidance provision for school leavers.  
This issue is a broad one that requires input from across schools, colleges and 
the Connecting Families’ project and would aim to provide advice on a full range 
of choices for young people so they are fully informed about the choices and 
options available to them.  The Board requested that this work stream is further 
developed and costed to allow for a follow up discussion on resourcing 
requirements.   
 

Action: 

• Provide associated cost information to support the Opportunities for Local 
People work stream proposal 

 

The Economy: 
Steve Fuller introduced the work stream and spoke about the work underway to 
provide a brand identity for the city of Bath that supports the “beautifully inventive” 
vision so that it is understood and explains the unique offer of the city and 
surrounding area.  There was a discussion around the need to make better use of 
smart and digital infrastructure used in other cities like New York and how the 
existing health and wellbeing economy could be further developed.  Key 
milestones for the work stream are discussions with the Cambridge business 
centre, the creation of a brand brief and an event in March 2015 which would 
seek to engage with a wide range of stakeholders across the city.   
 
Managing our Environmental & Natural Assets: 
Mick Dixon introduced the work stream which focusses on understanding the 
value of the natural assets in the area and how that is an enabler for change.  
There is a need to ensure there is sufficient join up with neighbouring areas so 
that for the river corridor, the knock on impacts of development up and down 
stream are properly understood, planned and managed.   
 

The Environmental Sustainability Partnership has a work stream on the natural 
environment which covers green infrastructure.  The Board felt that a discussion 
with the ESP to understand the linkages between these work streams would be 
useful.   
 
Action: 
Hold discussions with the Environmental Sustainability Partnership to ensure the 
linkages between the Managing our Environmental & Natural Assets work stream 
and their current work programme are fully understood.  
 
Getting Around Easily & Connectivity: 
Victor Da Cunha introduced the work stream and described the need for the 
ambitious vision for B&NES to be clearly articulated in the various transport 
strategies for the area.  The Board felt that Victor’s role was a useful one in that it 
provided an element of challenge to the development of transport strategy.  It was 
agreed that there was a role for the Board in delivery as the Transport Strategy 



 

for Bath unlocks a series of ideas for example the ambition for a carless city 
centre which would be challenging and ambitious for the city.    
 

Everyone has a good network / tackling isolation & loneliness: 
Andy Thomas introduced the work stream on behalf of Tracey Cox who is the 
PSB lead.  This work stream is being taken forward by the Health & Wellbeing 
Board and at their request, a working group has been established, comprising 
organisations that work to tackle loneliness and isolation.  A number of key 
challenges and opportunities had been identified.  Access to transport was 
identified as a particular issue especially in rural areas. 
 

Growing & integrating communities:  
Sarah Brown introduced the work stream on behalf of Jilly Edwards who is the 
PSB lead.  The work stream is to focus on ensuring that there is a co-ordinated 
response across the public services to the provision of new infrastructure to 
support development in the area in the next 5 or so years.  Infrastructure to 
support growth has been a key concern of local residents when consulted on 
proposed growth levels within the Core Strategy.  There was a particular need to 
look at future health provision.   
 
The Board will look at the Isolation and Loneliness work streams and Growing & 
Integrating Communities work streams in more detail at a future meeting.   
 

5. Developing a Timeline – visualising the direction of travel: 
Jo Farrar introduced the idea of having a visual timeline setting out the key 
milestones of importance across the district looking ahead for the next 15 or so 
years.  She invited all Board members to look at the draft content and ensure it 
captured the big developments and strategic issues that they would like to see 
highlighted.  Sarah Brown explained that it was content only at this stage but that 
the timeline would be made to look visually appealing with images and would be 
hosted on the Council website and made publically available.     
 

Action:   

• Board members to add content to timeline.  
 

6. Identifying the Big Issues: 
Bernie Morley highlighted the issue of needing better co-ordination of events 
across Bath as previous years had seen clashes of events such as festivals, 
university open days and sporting fixtures.  An events group exists which has 
focussed primarily on health and safety issues but it was felt that further work 
was needed to plan for and manage such events.  The Board discussed whether 
technology could help with sharing dates and whether an app could be developed 
to show what is going on.   
 

Action:   

• Consider ways to improve the management of large scale events across the 
city of Bath.  

 

7. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 4th February 2015, 3-5pm, Civic Centre, Keynsham.   

 


